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Budget battle
More angst over ‘partnerships’
By Bob Burns
Times Reporter

It is town budget time
again and once more discussion over the controversial
community partnership
allocations is a hot topic.
During the Town Council’s budget planning retreat, Town Manager Ken
Buchanan asked the council
how he should proceed.
In the current budget
the town had allocated
$313,779 for groups and
agencies that partner with
the town to enhance “quality of life” aspects.
For several years that
has included contracts with
the Tourism Bureau of the
Chamber of Commerce,
Boys and Girls Club, Fountain Hills Theater and Extended Hands Food Bank.
Last year the category

included funds for the Sheriff ’s Posse, Home Delivered
Meals and the JumpStartBiz business incubator.
While Buchanan in no
way suggested the town
should stop allocating funds
for such services, he noted
that he had to cut five jobs
from the town budget while
there is $300,000 provided
for outside groups.
Buchanan said he asked
Deputy Town Manager/Finance Director Julie Ghetti
to research other similar
programs and make suggestions.
Ghetti provided the council with a report on a program used by the Town of
Cottonwood, Ariz. that is
called a “Building Better
Communities” grant.
The town budgets a certain amount -- Ghetti suggested an amount equal to
1 percent of available State

Shared Revenue -- which
for Fountain Hills would
amount to about $130,000
available for grants in the
2013-14 fiscal year.
Any local 501(c)3 nonprofit group based in Fountain Hills would be eligible
to apply for a grant.
A screening committee that would include the
mayor, one council member
and three staff members
would determine the grant
awards.
Mayor Linda Kavanagh
said that while she would
be willing to work with such
a program she does not believe it is the best approach.
Kavanagh suggested the
town make a donation to
the Fountain Hills Community Foundation and have it
make decisions regarding
grant awards.
(cont. on page 8A)

Big storm

Saguaro crumbles more
By Bob Burns
Times Reporter

In a word, this past
weekend was wet, and the
heavy rainfall took a toll on
an already rough Saguaro
Boulevard.
The pavement deteriorates further with the
rain, according to Fountain
Hills Street Supervisor Ken
Kurth.
“We received a call early
Sunday morning from the
Sheriff ’s Office about the increasing number and size of
the pot holes,” Kurth said.
While it was still raining
nothing could be done but

A crew with Performance Paving in Fountain Hills
got started early Tuesday morning to patch potholes
on Saguaro Boulevard left by the heavy rain over the
weekend.
place warning cones and street.
barricades at some of the
Kurth said the town is
rougher spots along the having a local company,
Performance Paving, begin
as soon as possible making
pothole repairs with a hot
the Parada del Sol. This is asphalt mix on Saguaro and
the 55th ride by the Hash- Shea boulevards.
“The cold patch we use
knife Pony Express, carrying mail from Holbrook to just isn’t going to cut it,”
Kurth said.
Scottsdale.
At this point there is
Ponies are expected to
arrive at the Fountain Hills no specific timetable for
Post Office to deliver mail repairs to be made to Sabetween 1 and 3 p.m. on guaro. It is expected the
Town Council will ask votThursday.
In recent years they have ers to approve a bond in
been arriving closer to the
(cont. on page 8A)
3 p.m. hour.
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Kraya wins CofC honor
By Barb Charzuk
Times Reporter

A single mother of four
children who fled her
Communist homeland in
search of the American
dream is the Chamber of
Commerce’s 2012 Business Person of the Year.
The selection of Euro
Pizza restaurant owner
Merita Kraya was unveiled Saturday night
during the annual awards
dinner at the Golf Club at
Eagle Mountain.
About 100 attended
to honor her and three
other candidates: Stephenie Bjorkman, owner of
Sami Fine Jewelry; Peggy
Fiandaca, co-owner of
Lawrence Dunham Winery; and Harry Luker,
owner of Luker Plumbing
Company.
“The back bone of this
country are people like
our four nominees who
dig in their heels and stay
the course, embrace each
day with an open mind,
and look for the opportunities to be better while
leaving behind a legacy,”
said Chamber vice chair
and dinner coordinator
Teresa Russo-Cox.
A video introduced
the candidates and their
accomplishments. Bjorkman was presented as a
young woman who has
taken the business of her
mother, Sami Jack, to the
next level.

Euro Pizza restaurant owner Merita Kraya is 2012
Chamber of Commerce Business Person of the Year.
She was chosen from four nominees Jan. 26 at the
Chamber of Commerce’s annual awards dinner in the
Golf Club at Eagle Mountain.
Bjorkman has spearheaded the Avenue Halloween festival and is
organizing the Feb. 14
marriage vow renewal ceremony, “Love in the Hills.”
Fiandaca, a former urban planner, and her husband Curt Dunham bought
property in Cochise County
to plant a vineyard. The

Lawrence Dunham Winery has produced highly
rated Arizona wines.
Luker is credited with
perpetuating a 100-yearold family plumbing
business by opening a
firm in town in 1996.
“Yes, I did find the
(cont. on page 18A)

Pony Express rides in
Neither rain, nor snow,
nor dark of night, etc., etc.,
can keep the Pony Express
from its appointed rounds.
The Navajo County
Sheriff ’s Posse Hashknife
Pony Express will arrive in
Fountain Hills Thursday,
Jan. 31. Riders will make
their way up the Avenue of
the Fountains to the U.S.
Post Office before heading
to Scottsdale to kick off

Nominees for the Chamber Business Person of the Year 2012 were, from left,
Stephenie Bjorkman, owner of Sami Fine Jewelry; Harry Luker, owner of Luker
Plumbing Co.; Euro Pizza owner and operator Merita Kraya; and Peggy Fiandaca,
co-owner of Lawrence Dunham Winery.

Gates closed as FHHS security tightened

By Ryan Winslett

Times Reporter

Fountain Hills High
School is in the process of
revamping its safety plans
and procedures, the most
immediate result of which
has been the rerouting of all
student drop-offs to a lane
within the student parking
lot.
In the past, students
were allowed to be dropped
off pretty much anywhere
near the school, as the campus’ many gates were left
open in the mornings.
Likely the most heavily
used student drop-off location was off Golden Eagle
Blvd., but its gate is now
closed.
As highlighted in a letter Brennan sent out to
local parents Jan. 18, the
formerly wide open access
is now being more tightly
controlled.
“The only gates that will
be open in the morning are
the bus lane gate and the
main student gate adjacent
to the east parking lot,”
reads the letter.
“These gates will be

locked at 7:30 a.m. All other
gates on campus will remain locked throughout the
school day. Tardy or late arriving students must check
in through the front office.”
If he had the opportunity to do the process all
over again, Brennan said
the only thing he would
change is how soon parents
were notified about the
impending change, as the
first several days of the
transition saw some minor
complications.
“[The safety committee]
decided to implement the
changes on the Tuesday following Martin Luther King
Day,” Brennan said.

“The letters explaining
the changes were sent out
the week before, but some
parents did not get them in
time.”
Brennan said he has
received some negative
comments from parents, as
it disrupts their pattern or
might seem inconvenient to
some, but he also holds that,
in the interest of securing
the school’s perimeter, the
benefits far outweigh any
inconveniences.
The redirecting of student drop-off is part of an
ongoing focus on school
safety, which Brennan said
actually began at the beginning of the school year

and not just following the
Connecticut shooting late
in 2012.
“I modeled these measures after what was done
at the middle school several
years ago,” Brennan said.
“Two years ago, when
I was the principal at the
middle school, we went
through a process of revamping our procedures
and revisiting our safety

Sheriff’s report Thursday

Noon Club crosses border
to help Nogales
children (pictured).
See Page 12A

The Maricopa County
Sheriff ’s Office will hold
its quarterly open house for
the Fountain Hills district
on Thursday, Jan. 31.
Capt. Joe Rodriquez, commander for the Sheriff’s District 7 station in Fountain
Hills, will host the meeting
and go over statistics and

key activities for the last
three months. There is nothing specific highlighted for
this meeting.
The meeting will be held
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the
Community Center and the
public is invited to bring
their questions or law enforcement concerns.

plan in order to customize
it to the site.
“That hasn’t been done
at the high school for a
number of years, so I’ve
taken this opportunity to
do exactly that.”
The school’s safety committee is made up of site
personnel, as well the
school resource officer,
Sheriff ’s Deputy Jill Ochsner.
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Brennan said one of the
group’s long-term goals is
to completely revamp the
school’s 80-page Emergency Response Plan documentation.
In the meantime, the
group decided during the
fall semester that more immediate goals, like refreshing the school’s lockdown
(cont. on page 8A)
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Blanket Bee:
Project Linus ready
for big day.
See Page 3A

Kiwanis:

Mentoring::
Volunteer Dan Foster
is honored.
See Page 14A
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