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HYUNDAI
NORTH SCOTTSDALE

EARNHARDT HYUNDAI NORTH SCOTTSDALE

THE ALL NEW
2013 HYUNDAI

ELANTRA GLS

Prices plus tax, title, license & $398.75 doc fee less factory rebates & Earnhardt discounts. Purchaser added equipment may (or will) increase the price, where applicable. Vehicle may not be exactly as shown. Expires 01.31.13. Leases 
with 0 security deposit, on approved credit, an extra fee may be imposed at lease end,(1-3) 36 mos terms. $2,999 due at signing Offeres herein not good with any  other advertised offers. See dealer for full details. 

PER MONTH

LEASE
PEPEEERRR R R MMMMOMOMOONNTNTNTTHHHH

LLLLLLEEEEEEAAAAASSSSSSEEEE
$149 PER MONTH

LEASE (2)

THE ALL NEW
2013 HYUNDAI

SONATA GLS

LEASELLLEEEEEAAAAAASSSSSSEEEEEE$169 PER MONTH

LEASE (3)

THE ALL NEW
2013 HYUNDAI

SANTA FE

$269PER MONTH

LEASE (1)

“NO BULL”  SINCE 1951

northscottsdalehyundai.com

15350 N Hayden Road, Scottsdale AZ 85260
On Hayden, S. of Frank Lloyd Wright

888-489-9639 | www.northscottsdalehyundai.com

Chamber
(cont. from page 1A)

 American dream,” said 
Kraya in accepting the 
award. “I never got disap-
pointed by this country or 
myself.”
 She recalled comments 
that former town resident 
Joe Goyena made when 
they fi rst met. Goyena sold 
real estate from an offi ce 
across from the restaurant 
and subsequently became 
friends with her.
 She quoted him as say-
ing, “What do you know? 
You’re pregnant, a refugee 
and a woman.”
 She said she replied, 
“You’re right. I am a wom-
an coming from a male-
dominated country. I’m 
going to show them.”
 “Merita represents a 
woman of great strength, 
faith and determination,” 
said Russo-Cox.
 “In her own words, ‘fam-
ily values are the most im-
portant, no matter where 
you live,’” said Russo-Cox.
 Her mother, at the age 
of 78, became a U.S. citizen 
and lives with her. A broth-
er has settled in Peoria.
 Kraya left Albania at the 
age of 26 because she real-
ized that she could not at-
tain her dreams there. She 
immigrated to Italy where 
she became an interpreter 
for the U.S. Embassy and 
International Rescue Com-
mittee and worked a sec-
ond job as a nanny.
 Five months later she 
moved to Chicago for a 
brief stay with an aunt 
before returning to Italy, 
only to reaffi rm her goal to 
live in America.
 A year later, she and her 
husband decided they did 
not want to raise a family 
in New York City so they 
moved to Phoenix.
 She taught civil engi-
neering at Glendale Col-
lege and later worked for a 
civil engineering company.
 Her engineering experi-
ence brought her to Foun-
tain Hills to build out a 
restaurant at Plaza Foun-
tainside. Before the project 
was completed, the owner 
fi led for bankruptcy. 
 With more than $80,000 
invested, Kraya had to 
make the decision whether 
to return to engineering 
or fi nish and operate the 
restaurant.
 Pregnant  with  her 
fourth child, she decided 
that it made more sense to 
spend time with her family 
and take advantage of the 
fl exible hours operating a 
restaurant could bring.
 “I had no idea about 
the restaurant business; 
I made it happen,” said 
Kraya. She expressed grat-
itude for “each and every 
one of you” for supporting 
her and her restaurant.

Chamber of Commerce 
vice chair Teresa Russo-
Cox introduced a video 
about the four nominees. 
She described them as 
individuals ”who dig in 
their heels and stay the 
course, embrace each 
day with an open mind, 
and look for the opportu-
nities to be better, while 
leaving behind a legacy.”

Singer Tommy Holloway 
entertained the guests 
at the Chamber of Com-
merce annual awards cer-
emony. 

Curt Dunham escorted his wife/award candidate  Peg-
gy Fiandaca. The former urban planner was nominated 
for taking a risk and investing in a Cochise County 
vineyard. Their business, Lawrence Dunham Winery, 
has received accolades for their production. Fiandaca 
is president of the Arizona Wine Growers Association.

Sandy and Harry Luker, who was nominated for con-
tinuing the plumbing business started by his great-
great-grandfather in 1881. Luker started a Fountain 
Hills fi rm in 1996.

Business Person of the
Year in 2010 Gary Lvov
congradulated Merita
Kraya upon winning this
year’s award. The manag-
ing director of operations
at the Holiday Inn, Lvov,
showed her a video he
had taken during the din-

Friends joining Merita Kraya were, from left, Melissa Ferrell; Matt and Stephani Mc-
Donald.

Friends of Business Person of the Year candidate, Stephenie Bjorkman, third from 
right, attended the dinner to support her. They included, from left, Jerrod Alcaida;
Chris Peer; Stephenie’s mother, Sami Jack; Tangie Prieskorn and Chad Harrar. 


